


PIONEER SCHOOLS

At the end of the school term a special celebration was held. Parents would come
and the whole community would enjoy a basket dinner. Students would be dressed in
their best clothes and would “speak their piece,” a specially learned recitation which had
been carefully memorized for the occasion.. Awards of merit were presented by the
teacher to recognize the students for their achievements during the school year. Games
were played and contests held and students were glad that “school’s out” for another
year.

The log school at the Historic Forks of the Wabash Park was reconswructed from a
two-story log house formerly located on the Dennis Farm north of Huntington. Many
volunteers under the direction of Jack Oberholzer, Jim Taylor and Chuck Wohlford
helped with the rebuilding after the Daybreak Kiwanas Club paid for the moving of the
logs. Others from the Optimists Club and Metro Kiwanas Club and Retired Teachers
were responsible for the chinking of the building. Leo Scher built the porches and many
other volunteers from the community helped to rebuild and furnish the building as it is
today--an accurate representation of what schools were like in 1840’s here in Huntington
County.






