
THE mLE3 m TI.mEAE6 OF P1ONEF;B WOl4EN 

The pioneer warnan used many of her daily hours growing, 
preserving and prsparlng her family's food. Along with those 

chores were the other hausehold necessities of c N l d  care, 
cleaning, laundry and teaching daughters how t o  do all those 
things a8 well. 

Whenever she was able t o  s i t  down, her hands were never 
idle, fo r  then she must be buby with some sort of needle 2nd 
thread, She provided the necessary clothing, bedding and howe- 
hold i t e m s  :ad l imns  that  were essential f o r  her family's w e l l -  
being * 

She u8ually made nearly a l l  items from bloozers, 
under-veata, chsani.oa, petticoats and drawers t o  the u h t e r  
coata, jackets, head and hand coverings. 

Fabrics and thcsad were expensive and not easily acpcired. 
;1. few needled and pins, a thimble were cherished and carefully 
guarded i t e m 8 0  

If you were forbunate enough t o  have a few sheep, the wool 
was often tak.en t o  someone in the camunity who had a-10- and 
for a fee, they would weave your wool in to  a much needed fabric 
for you. Woolen anti cotton fabrics were often a subject fcr 
bartering with ownsr of a general store or traveling padolilar, 

While most households didn't haw their own loan, it w a s  
probably rather ccmuon f o r  them t o  clean, wash, comb, card and 
spin the i r  own wool for weaving o r  knitting purposes. 

Qften there bra8 sn unmarriec! Sister of the man or h'cxan of 
tfle household Uving with them and she earned her "keep" ky doing 
nany of the necessary chores. One tha t  was very t ine co~sullling 
was the wool preparation and spinning. It is thought the tern 
spinster, meaning an unmarried woman, probably came f- t!te fact 
that tbis harrba&less m a n  often did much of the spinning, thus  
was a spinster and. the term took on a new meaning in describing 
her statwr, 

Some of the needles and threads jobs tha t  would be appropri- 
ate t o  portray durring the vis i ta t ion times and &-able by nost 
are the making of- 

clothingj comforters; quilts; sheets and pillowcases of cotton 
f eed/aeed/f lourfmgar sacks ; household linens suc2 es W o w  
and table coverings; braided, hooked and woven rugs; h i t t i n g  
and crocheting sweaters, head and hand coverings; wool prepa- 
ration and spinning and perhaps a t  same la ter  time, candle- 
wi&iIlg bedspmads. 



To prepare for your participation i n  any of these activities, 
would first require an appropriate costurns w i t h  a high degree of 
authenticfty . 

To prepare for your activity, you- would need; t o  gather the 
necessary materiala for use in making i teme,  Same suggestions are: 

Clothing appropriate fabric, cut to  size and ready t o  sew; 
needleu, thimble, thread, a fow pinrr, rcissors 

Comforters wool or  other salvaged fabrics cut into squares, 
needles, heavy thread, thimble, scissors, an inner 
f i l l e r  (old blanket or  extra-loft batting) and a 
dark fabric becking (heavy flannel). For knotting 
the -81-8 together a heavy, dark colored cotton 
cord-like thread, to crochet thread or a. 
par1 cotton thread would be suitable. 

Sheets & ~ o w c a a e e ~ t e  cotton feed, sugar or  light-weight seed 
sack8 that  you've launderedi and bleached (dona% be 
surprised if not all the printing disappears-it 
 add^^ t o  the quaintness). Cheap muslin that's 
wrinkled and coarse could also be used-launder 
first to make it softer and easier to -5l.e. 
Yautll probably want to press out some of t2.k 
wrinkles as best you can, but don't worry about 
imaLng it smooth, 

old looking fabrics of muted colors and older 
designs (same l e f t  i m m  your costume) cut into 
23" squares, Also needles, thimble, thread, pins 
and scissors for  piecing together a simple nine- 
patch blocks fo r  a quilt top, 

Household l i n e m f e e d  sacks o r  muslin that can be turned into 
table and window coverings) pertraps some scanres,etc. 

Knitting & CFoehtfng-yarn should be plain, dull and darker colors 
to look am much as possible like thsg*ve been dyed 
with shells, barks and other natural plant materfals, 
N d d d l e s  and hooks ahould be wooden ones. Itoms to  
be made would probably be socks, sweatem, head and 
hand coverings in a plain, simple design. 

wool or  w o o l  type fabrics cut into s t r i p s  to  be 
baided, hooked or  woven into floor coverings. 
Cotton fabrlcs could be used for hmiding and.. 
weaving if w o o l  not available, 


